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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 


July  1984  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have  ap- 

plied for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  Septem- 
ber 1,  1984,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

2065- MT  Johnny  Max  Heller,  315  Foster  Lane,  Billings,  Montana  59101 

(U.S.  Commemorati ves  & World  Silver  Coins) 

2066- MT  Alfred  Buonaguro,  P.  0.  Box  13,  Brandywine,  Maryland  20613 

(Choice  Latin  American  Crowns  - Colonial  & Republic) 

***** 

DONATIONS  REPORT:  We  wish  to  acknowledge  the  following  donation  re- 

ceived  since  the  last  report: 

Name  Type  of  Donation  Preference  of  Use 

HUARD,  Serge  2 Canadian  Trade  NI  Reference  Collection 

Dollars 


***** 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material 
to  the  NI  Library. 

Jim  Haley 

EDWARDS,  JONATHAN.  Catalogue  of  the  Greek  and  Roman  coins  in  the 
numismatic  collection  of  Yale  College.  Pub.  1880,  236pp,  not  ill  us . 

FEDERAL  RESERVE  SYSTEM.  The  Federal  Reserve  System.  Its  purposes 

and  functions.  Pub.  1947,  125pp,  not  ill  us  - 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 

EDDY,  SAMUEL  K.  The  Minting  of  Antoniniani  A.D.  238-249  and  the 
Smyrna  Board.  Pub.  1967,  133pp,  w/plates. 

DYER,  G.  P.  The  Proposed  Coinage  of  King  Eduard  VIII.  Pub.  1973, 

31 pp,  ill  us. 

PARIS,  ADMINISTRATION  DES  MONNAIES  ET  MEDAILLES . Rapport  au  Ministre 
des  Finances , 1899.  Pub.  1899,  371 pp  , w/plates. 

As  above.  1958.  Pub.  1958,  245pp,  w/plates. 

JACOBS,  WAYNE  L.  A guide  to  the  identification  of  common  Chinese 

cash.  Pub.  1969,  67pp,  illus. 

HEDE,  HOLGER.  Danmarks  og  Borges  monter  1541-1963.  Pub.  1964,  222pp, 
illus. 

BURZIO,  HUMBERTO  F.  Diccionario  de  la  moneda  Hispano  Americana.  Vol. 

Iy  A to  LL.  Pub.  1958,  327pp,  Vol.  II,  M to  Z.  Pub.  1958,  451pp. 
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Vol.  Ill 3 Laminas  (-plates).  Pub.  1956  , 116  plates. 

KALKOWSKI , TADEUSZ.  Tysiac  lat  monety  Poskeij.  Pub.  1963,  26 1 pp , 
i 1 1 us . 

Vladimir  Such.y 

FEDOROV-DAVYDOV,  G.  A.  MOHETbl  MOCKOBCKOH  PYCH  (Coins  of  Anc- 
ient Muscovite  Russia).  Russian  Text.  Pub.  1 981  , 221  pp , 
ill  us.  Randolph  Zander,  who  reviewed  the  book  for  the  Library, 
stated:  "It  is  a well  researched  and  persuasively  presented 

study  of  the  early  coinage  under  the  Muscovite  Grand  Duchy  as  it 
emerged  from  Tatar  domination.  The  author  is  one  of  the  respect- 
ed senior  men  in  this  area  of  the  Russian  numismatic  field." 

II.  In  addition  to  the  above  we  would  like  to  extend  our  thanks  to 
Marvin  L.  Fraley  and  Donald  Kleckner  for  their  gifts  of  numismatic 
material  to  the  NI  Library,  and  to  Ben  Sattely  for  his  donation  of 
money  to  the  Library  postage  fund. 

III.  Elsewhere  in  this  BULLETIN  you  will  see  our  announcement  of  the 
establishment  of  a Periodical  Library. 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 

NI  Book  Librarian 

***** 


NI  ESTABLISHES  PERIODICAL  LIBRARY 


It  is  with  considerable  relief  on  the  part  of  the  NI  Book  Librarian  to 
be  able  to  announce  to  the  membership  that  we  have  finally  obtained  a 
librarian  who  will  be  responsible  for  NI's  extensive  collection  of 
numismatic  magazines,  newspapers  and  club  periodicals.  Jim  Haley,  of 
Bethlemen,  New  Hampshire,  has  agreed  to  donate  a spare  bedroom  and 
his  time  and  efforts  to  catalog  and  inventory  some  sixty  odd  boxes  of 
the  above  material  and  to  be  responsible  for  acknowledging,  sorting 
and  recording  all  future  donations.  We  have  high  hopes  that  in  time 
not  only  will  NI  numismatic  students  not  only  be  able  to  have  ready 
access  to  our  books  and  catalogs  as  they  do  now,  but  also  to  be  able 
to  search  the  hundreds  of  articles  that  up  to  now  have  been  lost  in 
the  large  number  of  monthly  periodicals  from  all  over  the  world  that 
NI  has  owned  but  not  been  able  to  utilize. 

The  NI  Periodical  Librarian's  address  is:  Jim  Haley,  P.  0.  Box  780, 

Bethlehem,  NH  03574.  Please  direct  your  queries  and  donations  to  him 
at  the  above  address. 


***** 

NCL  COUNTERFEIT  ANALYSIS  WORLD  REPORTS 


Selected  World  Reports  have  been  distributed  with  the  NI  BULLETIN  for 
a lengthy  trial  period.  The  object  of  this  venture  was,  and  still  is, 
two-fold.  NI  membership  receives  useful  information,  both  as  /to  the 
content  of  these  reports  and  counterfeit  information  capability.  At 
the  same  time,  NCL  receives  a degree  of  beneficial  exposure. 
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There  have  been  relatively  few  comments  from  the  membership,  some 
favorable,  a few  confused,  and  no  unfavorable.  All  of  which  indicate 
the  endeavor  should  be  continued,  and  whatever  confusion  may  exist 
should  be  resolved. 

The  indices  furnished  with  this  issue  of  the  NIB , covering  all  NCL 
Counterfeit  Analysis  World  & U.  S.  Reports  issued  to  date,  should 
clarify  two  points.  First,  the  scope  and  quantity  of  available  re- 
ports and  second,  the  relatively  small  percentage  of  World  Reports 
which  have  been  distributed  with  the  NIB  to  date.  The  outlook  is 
for  distribution  of  approximately  nine  reports  per  year.  Members,  in 
some  cases,  may  wish  to  purchase  back  issues  and/or  subscribe. 

The  re-association  of  Pedro  Col lazo-Oli ver  with  ANACS  is  good  news, 
and  it  indicates  future  NCL  Counterfeit  Analysis  reports  may  more 
nearly  reflect  current  couterfeiting  activities. 


***** 


EDITORIAL 


On  NI's  membership  application  blank  there  is  a section  listed  as  "MEM- 
BERSHIP INFORMATION".  Under  this  in  the  "Objectives"  section  we  list 
as  one  of  our  objectives  "to  encourage  and  assist  new  collectors". 

One  of  our  newer  members,  Robert  Provost,  has  taken  us  to  task  on  this 
matter.  It  seems  he  noted  in  the  first  five  issues  of  1984  of  the 
NI  BULLETIN  there  isn't  a single  article  to  "encourage  and  assist 
new  collectors".  After  checking  this  out,  he  is  correct! 

Bob  Provost  is  trying  to  get  something  started  that  the  editors  of 
your  publication  think  is  a very  good  idea.  Be  sure  to  read  his  art- 
icle in  this  issue  which  addresses  the  situation.  After  reading  Bob's 
article,  we  would  welcome  comments  from  the  membership  on  how  and  what 
we  need  to  do  to  live  up  to  our  "objective". 

Marvin  L.  Fraley 
Editor 

'k’k'k'k'k 

CALL  FOR  NOMINATIONS  FOR  OFFICERS  FOR  THE  1985-1986  TERM  OF  OFFICE 


As  required  by  Article  IV,  Section  1.  a.  of  the  By-Laws,  we  are  iss- 
uing a call  for  nominations  for  the  offices  of  President,  Vice-Pres- 
ident, Secretary,  Treasurer  and  TWO  At-Large  Directors  to  serve  the 
calendar  years  of  1985  and  1986. 

All  nominations  must  be  in  writing  to  the  Secretary  and  will  be  ac- 
cepted throughout  the  month  of  August,  1984. 

The  Secretary  will  contact  all  nominees  to  secure  their  acceptance  and 
ascertain  that  they  will  agree  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  office 
for  which  they  have  been  nominated. 


201 


i 


FROM  THE  MAILBOX 


Error  in  "GORTZ  DALERS"  article  repeated  in  April  NI  BULLETIN 

It  appears  that  you  somehow  did  not  receive  the  March  1984  issue  of 
the  r(oronto)  C(oin)  c(lub)  BULLETIN  which  contained  a correction  to 
my  "Gortz  Dalers"  article  and  the  original  article  has  been  reprinted 
with  the  original  error  {NI  BULLETIN 3 April  1984,  ppl 51 -152) . The 
correction  is  as  follows  (as  sent  by  the  erudite  numismatic  scholar 
R.  C.  Willey  who  is  both  a member  of  the  Toronto  Coin  Club  and  the 
distinguished  editor  of  the  CANADIAN  NUMISMATIC  ASSOCIATION  JOURNAL ). 

"In  the  December  1983  issue  of  the  TCC  BULLETIN , there  was  an  article 
on  the  Gortz  Dalers  of  Sweden.  The  article  incorrectly  stated  that 
Baron  Gortz  was  hung  for  treason  which  drew  the  following  response 
from  member  R.  C.  Willey: 

'...I  want  to  comment  on  George  Dunn's  article  on  the  Gortz  Dalers  in 
the  December  (Toronto  Coin  Club)  BULLETIN.  He  is  entirely  correct 
but  for  the  manner  of  Gortz 's  demise.  He  (Gortz)  was  railroaded  to 
the  block  once  the  news  was  received  of  the  death  of  Charles  XII.  The 
Gortz  Dalers  are  listed  by  Francis  C.  Higgins  in  his  "Introduction 
to  Copper  Coins  of  Modern  Europe"  (1892)  along  with  the  Neoessitas 
Caret  Lege  medal et  with  Gortz' s effigy.  Of  this,  Higgins  writes: 

"The  substitution  of  his  own  head  for  that  of  his  Queen 
(Ulrica  Eleanora,  Charles  XII's  sister  and  successor)  cost 
him  that  original  model  of  his  spirited  portrai ture. " 

'A  typically  English  way  of  stating  in  polite  parlance  that  the  Gortz 
blood  stained  the  block.  The  axe  in  Sweden  was  an  instrument  of  pol- 
icy in  those  days,  as  in  Tudor  England.' 

"I  am  grateful  to  Mr.  Willey  for  his  correction  of  my  error." 

George  Dunn 

Scarborough,  Ontario,  Canada 


Member  compares  the  NIB  to  the  AM.  JOURNAL  OF  NUMISMATICS  of  19th  C. 

This  year  of  publication  is  sort  of  like  the  N.I.  of  110  years  ago. 
Interesting  bits  of  info  to  nuts  like  you  and  me.  (Exeropted  from  a 
not  to  your  Article  Editor.  I am  pleased  to  be  called  a "nut"  in  this 
context ! A . Ed. ) 


Walt  Mason 
Rockville,  Maryland 

********************************************************************* 


JAPAN'S  SHOWA  DATING 


Did  you  know  by  adding  25  to  the  SHOWA  Era  (coins  of  Emperor  Hirohito 
since  1926)  date  can  give  you  the  Western  date?  Example:  Showa  32  + 
25  = 57  or  1957.  Showa  17  + 25  = 42  or  1942  AD.  (by  Mike  Jones  from 

his  JCC  #6  issue. ) 
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Varieties  of  19th  Century 
.BURMESE  COINS 

by  Michael  Robinson  3 Sale3  Cheshire 3 England 


The  most  common  Burmese  coins  are  those  of  King  Mindon  (1852-78)  and 
Thibaw  (1878-85),  including  the  well-known  "peacock"  silver  rupee  or 
Kyat,  and  its  divisions  down  to  1 anna  or  p&.  In  addition  we  have 
Mindon's  copper  1/4  anna  with  a peacock  obverse,  and  Thibaw' s copper 
1/8  mD(=l/4  anna)  with  dragon-lion  Tb  on  obverse.  All  these  coins  are 
frequently  met  with  in  dealers'  trays  and  may  be  obtained  at  little 
cost. 


It  is  not  generally  realised  that  there  are  many  varieties  of  the  coins, 
and  a Knowledge  of  these  differences  adds  greatly  to  the  interest  in 
collecting.  Some  of  these  are  listed  in  my  book  with  Lewis  Shaw  cm 
and  the  copper  varieties  of  both  Mindon  and  Thibaw  will  be  described 
in  greater  detail  in  a leaflet  by  us,  available  from  address  in  cm. 

The  present  article  will  concentrate  on  the  silver  rupee  and  anna,  but 
I shall  also  mention  briefly  the  Thibaw  1/4  anna  reverse  types.  For  the 
latter  the  only  features  commonly  listed  in  catalogues  are  the  rosette 

•(vertical  or  diagonal)  but  this  is  totally  inadequate  as  will  be  seen. 
There  are  also  varieties  of  the  1/2,  1/4  and  1/8  rupee;  for  these  the 
interested  reader  is  referred  to  my  book.  This  also  lists  the  gold 
coins,  but  these  are  rare  or  very  rare  and  I have  not  seen  enough 
SDecimens  to  detect  any  points  of  difference  for  them. 

Mindon's  Silver  Rupee 

As  stated  in  cm,  the  1/8,  1/4,  1/2  and  1 rupee  dies  were  supplied  by 
Ralph  Heaton  and  Sons  of  Birmingham,  England,  who  also  set  up  the  mint 
at  Mandalay  in  1865.  The  rupee  is  shown  below. 


11 


.1  of  cm. 


Y73  nominal  wt. 


of  11.  66  gm. 


silver  purity  0.90-0.91 


Obv.  A peacock  in  full  display,  with  inscription  around. 

07  3^0  607?.  Tazeik  taw  = Stamp  Royal 
Rev.  A wreath,  with  value  and  accession  date  in  centre,  and  the  fol- 
lowing inscription  around  CCT77  Yadanabon  Nepyidaw 
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= Mandalay  the  Royal  Residence 

Date  is  shown  as  >p(j  = 1214  BE  = 1852-53  AD 

There  are  Two  Obverse  Varieties: 


Obv.  A 


Obv.  B 


Obv.  A:  The  ground  on  which  the  peacock  stands  is  well  away  from  toothed 

border. 

Obv.  B:  The  ground  almost  touches  the  border,  which  has  longer  oblique 

teeth. 

Rev.:  Value  3 TD:  30):  t'tjat  thon  dinqa  = use  coin  as  1 kyat. 

Three  Reverse  Varieties 


1.  Ci rcle  above  0 and 
figure  J in  line 
with  dots. 


2.  Circle  to  side  of 
3 and  fi gure  J in 
line  with  dots. 


3.  Circle  to  side  of 
3 and  figure  J in 
line  between  jn 
and  ; ~ 


Coins  known:  A/1,  A/2,  B/3. 

These  types  are  probably  equally  common  and  specimens  cost  about  £4 
in  fine  and  £ 10  in  extremely  fine. 


Mi ndon 1 s Si  1 ver  Anna  (11.  7 of  [11,  Y3,  0.73  gm.  ) 

The  dies  for  this  coin  were  not  supplied  by  Heaton's,  one  at  least 
coming  from  Calcutta,  and  others  possibly  made  at  Mandalay.  It  was 
first  issued  in  1866. 


Two  Obverse  Varieties: 

A:  Ground  on  which  peacock  stands  is  4mm  long  and  is  close  to  beaded 
border. 

B.  Ground  is  3.5mm  long  and  away  from  toothed  border.  Peacock  design 
and  letters  have  minor  differences. 
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Obv.  A x2 


Obv.  B x2 


Three  basic  Reverse  Types: 

1.  Prominent  dot  where  branches  cross,  with  four  varieties  of  inscrip- 
tion within  wreath: 


la.  full  inscription 


lb.  accent  omitted 

lc.  two  dots  omitted 
and  no  J in  date 


Id.  word  modified  3 ^ 
and  short  J in  date 


thon  = Use  as  1 p£ 
1214  = 1852-53  AD 


2. 


3. 


All 


No  dot  where  branches  cross.  . v 

Full  inscription,  but  with  bar  on  leg  of  as  D D& 

Note:  the  two  dots  may  be  very  faint 

Small  circle  where  branches  cross,  and  inscription  around  wreath 
rearranged  to  bring  4 into  gap  at  top  of  wreath. 

Two  dots  omitted:  3 :o 

:>J>7 


Rev.  2 


Rev.  3 


Coins  Known:  A/la,  Alb,  A/lc  (rare).  Aid  (rare),  A/2,  B/3  (die  axis 
almost  vertical). 

Silver  fineness  tested  for  an  A type  was  0.9075,  and  for  a B/3  was 
0.9147.  This  coin  is  the  rarest  of  the  series,  and  specimens  are 
usually  i5  in  Fine  up  to  X 15  in  EF.  The  large  number  of  varieties  is 
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probably  due  to  the  fact  that  they  were  produced  locally  from  several 
masters. 

Thibaw's  copper  1/4  anna 

As  mentioned  previously,  varieties  exist  of  the  Mindon  peacock  1/4 
anna,  of  both  obverse  and  reverse,  but  they  will  not  be  discussed  here 
The  Thibaw  coin  has  very  minor  variations  on  obverse  as  regards  the 
antlers  on  the  dragon-lion  T6,  but  the  main  variation  is  in  the  re- 
verse. The  basic  type  is  shown  x2  below.  Note  that  this  coin  often 
has  a brassy  appearance  due  to  the  presence  of  zinc. 


11.17  of  C 1 □ , Y9j  Probably  struck  at  Mandalay  Mint 


Obv: 

Rev: 


Td  with  inscription  TbtazeikTaw  - 
Around  wreath,  Yadanabon  Nepyidaw  = 

Inside  Wreath,  1 MO  thon  dinga  = 

shit  pon  ta  pon  = 

1240 


TO  Stamp  Royal 
Mandalay  Residence  Royal 
1 mO  use  coin 
8 parts  one  part 
1878-79  AD 


i.e.  use  coin  as  1/8  part  of  mu  (equiv.  to  1/4  anna)- 
There  are  four  reverse  types,  characterised  by  the  following  elements: 
The  first  feature  is  a rosette  of  four  petals,  which  is  set  in 
either  the  upright  (+)  or  diagonal  position  (x),  although  the  setting 
may  be  out  by  5°.  The  second  feature  is  a wreath  which  may  have  60, 

52  or  40  leaves,  and  may  also  have  berries  set  amongst  the  leaves, 
some  on  stalks  and  some  without.  The  number  of  berries  set  in  the 
wreath,  for  example^^^  can  be  written  as  4/1/0/3. 

This  number  varies  both  between  and  within  each  type.  There  are  ad- 
ditional slight  variations  of  lettering  but  these  are  not  particularly 
important  and  would  be  endless  if  minute  differences  are  counted. 


1.  Rosette  upright,  60  leaf  wreath  with  berries  on  stalks. 

Toothed  Border. 

2.  Rosette  diagonal,  with  letter  ^ above,  52  leaf  wreath,  berries 
without  stalks.  Toothed  border  (usually). 

3.  Rosette  diagonal,  40  leaf,  wreath,  berries  without  stalks. 
Toothed  or  beaded  border  (illustrated  above). 

4.  40  leaf  wreath  very  similar  to  3,  with  berries  on  stalks. 

a.  Rosette  upright.  On  some  varieties  there  are  short  stalks, 
while  on  others  they  are  long.  Toothed  border. 

b.  Rosette  diagonal.  Toothed  or  beaded  border. 
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Rev.  2 actual  size  (border  partly 
beaded).  Photo  courtesy  the  Fitz- 
wi 11 i am  Museum,  Cambridge. 


x2 


Reverse  1 


The  article  by  L.A.  Shaw  and  I 
gives  additional  information  un 
weights  and  number  of  berries  in 
the  wreath.  Again  the  consider- 
able variation  is  probably  due  to 
the  local  manufacture  of  dies  from 
many  masters,  and  possibly  lack  of 
control  in  the  production.  Some 
differences  between  specimens  (in 
addition  to  those  listed  above) 
are  undoubtedly  due  to  wear  or 
damage  of  the  dies,  which  seem  to 
have  had  considerable  use.  Speci- 
mens in  worn  condition  can  often 
be  bought  for  £l  or  less,  but  those 
in  EF  are  not  common  and  may  fetch 
as  much  as  £15  or  so.  Reverses 
1,  3 and  4 occur  quite  frequently 
but  Reverse  2 is  much  rarer  and 
worth  two  to  three  times  more.  It 
can  be  seen  that  the  rosette  feature  on  its  own  is  insufficient  to 
classify  the  reverses,  and  in  a sense  can  be  misleading. 


Rev.  4a.  (Long  stalks)  x2. 


I hope  that  this  article  has  helped  to  stimulate  interest  in  this  com- 
mon but  neglected  series  of  coins.  By  looking  for  these  varieties  a 
sizeable  collection  can  be  built  up,  and  if  differences  in  lettering 
are  noted,  there  is  almost  endless  scope.  It  is  unlikely,  though  not 
impossible,  that  major  new  varieties  remain  to  be  discovered,  and  if 
they  should  turn  up,  I should  of  course  be  interested  to  learn  of  them. 


Reference: 

Cl3 

M.  Robinson  and  L.A.  Shaw,  The  Coins  and  Banknotes  of  Burma,  published 
by  the  authors,  1980.  (Available  from  the  Lancashire  and  Cheshire 
Numismatic  Society,  Friends  Meeting  House,  6 Mount  Street,  Man- 
chester 2,  England.  Price  £11.25  (approx.  $17.78)  including  postage 
and  packing). 

*********************************************************************** 
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POSTSCRIPT  ON  MYSORE 


by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell,  Lincoln , Nebraska,  NI  #LM-12 

Commenting  on  my  article  on  the  Mysore  coinage  in  the  April,  1984  num- 
ber of  NI  BULLETIN  ( ppl 07- 115),  Colonel  Charles  Panish  kindly  sent  me 
the  following  note  he  wrote  and  which  was  published  in  NUMISMATIC  DI- 
GEST (Bombay)  Vol . Ill  Pt.  I.,  and  which  he  has  given  permission  to  be 
reprinted  as  it  is  an  interesting  commentary  on  one  of  the  commonest 
coins  of  Mysore.  Colonel  Panish  had  a large  collection  of  Mysore 
coins  himself  which  recently  he  donated  to  the  American  Numismatic 
Society. 


222  ON  HAIDAR  ALI'S  COINS 

"I  believe  that  Sohanlal  Sisodiya  the  author  of  the  article  'A  doubt- 
ful Coin-Series  of  Haidar  Ali*  may  have  missed  the  true  meaning  of 
the  Arabic  figure  '222'  inscribed  on  some  of  the  early  copper  coins 
of  Mysore  under  foreign  domination.  It  should  be  recalled  that  Haidar 
Ali  usurped  all  real  power  of  government  in  Mysore  but  that  he  did 
not  assume  a regal  title,  nor  did  he  at  the  outset  depose  the  nominal 
Wodeyar  ruler.  However,  he  made  several  subtle  attmpts  to  introduce 
his  identity  on  the  Mysore  coinage,  of  which  his  first  attmpt  was  to 
place  his  initial,^,  on  the  reverse  of  some  of  the  copper  coins. 
Somewhat  later  he  issued  some  mohurs  which  he  inscribed  with  the  de- 
nomination bahaduri,  a further  attempt  at  personalisation.  And 
finally  he  became  even  more  definitive  with  the  nomogram 
In  the  abjad  ) system  it  is  easy  to  detect  that  this  represents 

jjtr*  as  follows: 

£ = H = 8 
<-=  Y = 10 
j = D 4 
y = R * 200- 

222 

which  provides  a clear  definitive  of  Haidai  Ali's  political  domination. 

In  a subsequent  letter  he  added  the  following  comments. 

"Gupta  did  not  comment  on  my  note  - which  is  unusual  - but  what  I pub- 
lished was  merely  a theory  unsupported  by  documentary  evidence.  I 
wrote  my  note  as  a commentary  on  an  earlier  article  by  Sohanlal  Sisodia 
in  NUM.  DIGEST  (Vol.  I,  Pt.  II,  Dec.  1977,  pp. 50-52)  in  which  he  at- 
tributed the  coin  to  Tipu  Sultan  and  stating  (also  without  documentary 
evidence)  that  the  Arabic  '222'  on  the  coins  stands  (in  'abjad')  for 
'Bakr',  i .e.  the  orthodox  Cliph  Abu-Bakr.  He  stated  rather  irration- 
ally that,  altho  Tipu  Sultan  used  the  'abtas'  system  for  his  numberal- 
izations,  this  item  was  too  scared  to  change  from  'abjad'. 

"After  I published  my  note,  Sisodia  replied  {Num.  Digest,  Vol.  V, 

Pt.  I,  June,  1981,  pp. 63-64)  that  Haidar  Ali  was  too  illiterate  to 
have  used  the  'abjad'  system,  and  thereupon  he  reiterated  his  original 
reading.  His  logic  seemed  self-serving  to  me  - but  my  point  here  is 
that  my  theory  is  not  uncontested." 

********************************************************************* 
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SO  YOU  WANT  TO  COLLECT  FOREIGN  COINS? 


The  Beginner's  Guide  to  Foreign  Coin  Collections  - 
A Continuing  Series. 

by  Robert  Provost,  Torrance,  California 

How  do  we  attract  people  to  become  collectors?  This  issue  has  been 
discussed  at  length  in  various  numismatic  media,  clubs,  organizations, 
letters  to  the  editors,  etc.  and  mostly  - to  no  avail!  Some  junior 
collectors,  thru  their  own  sheer  perseverance,  are  collecting  but 
I've  read  so  many  of  their  letters  about  their  relatively  shabby  treat 
ment  at  coin  shows,  in  shops,  at  club  meetings,  that  it  amazes  me  so 
many  remain  collectors.  If  these  young'uns  are  to  become  our  new  back 
bone  and  our  leaders  in  the  future,  then  we  need  to  set  them  off  on 
the  right  foot.  The  main  problem  is  - NO  ONE  is  really  doing  too  much 
about  it!  There  are  no  "Junior  (or  Beginners)"  columns  in  the  media, 
none  in  club  bulletins,  none  in  the  various  organization  outputs,  etc. 
to  help  these  neophytes.  Oh  yes,  there  are  a couple  of  exceptions. 

I don't  intend  to  slight  them,  but  there  is  mightly  little  publicity 
on  them. 

There  is  so  much  that  can  be  done.  I propose  that  NI  take  the  bull  by 
the  horns  and  lead  the  way!  The  entire  membership  can  contribute  sim- 
ply by  writing  articles  about  one  or  more  of  their  collections,  how 
they  were  started,  formed,  and  brought  up  to  their  current  status. 

The  forms  used,  the  check  lists  developed,  the  catalogs  acquired,  can 
be  spelled  out  so  that  the  newcomers  can  see  how  one  goes  about  form- 
ing the  same  or  similar  collections.  The  entire  membership  can  also 
contribute  articles  concerning  the  various  catalogs  and  books,  coin 
handling,  cleaning,  storage,  record  keeping,  attribution,  supplies, 
etc.  and  giving  "HOW  TO"  guidance  on  all  these  facets.  To  be  sure, 
there  are  a number  of  "guide"  books  that  expound  all  of  this  in  a 
variety  of  ways,  but  I've  found  most  to  be  lacking  the  "HOW  TO"  ex- 
planations and  in  providing  true  guidance  into  various  collections. 
Most  allude  to  a wide  array  of  collections  like  "one  from  every  coun- 
try of  the  world",  "topicals",  "types",  "crowns",  etc.  without  really 
discussing  "How  to  get  there!". 

For  the  beginning  collector,  whether  "junior"  or  "adult",  as  he  looks 
into  this  field,  he's  looking  to  get  his  feet  wet,  but  he  is  bewilder- 
ed by  the  huge  variety  of  ways  to  collect.  In  many  cases,  he's  shock- 
ed by  the  prices,  and  as  he  asks  questions,  he  becomes  even  more  be- 
wildered by  the  many  different  responses  to  the  same  question.  It 
goes  without  saying,  for  every  collector  out  there,  there  is  another 
way  to  collect  coins.  No  wonder  so  many  "would-be"  collectors  get 
turned  off!  Thus  it  appears  that  the  problem  of  attracting  new  col- 
lectors is  two-fold:  "How  can  these  beginners  enter  the  foreign  field 

coin  collecting  in  a manner  that  they  can  understand?"  plus  "What 
should  they  collect  to  form  the  basis  of  one  or  more  different  kinds 
of  collections  that  can  be  expanded  as  they  grow  older?". 

I can't  answer  all  this  by  myself.  I can  give  my  opinions  for  one 
solution  that  I developed  over  the  years  in  my  transition  from  USA 
collecting  to  foreign  coin  collecting  which  satisfies  both  parts  of 
the  problem.  At  least  it  did  for  me  for  I now  have  six  different 
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fascinating  collections  that  I've  been  working  on  for  years.  Best  of 
all,  the  majority  of  coins  in  these  collections  (75-90%)  are  quite 
reasonable  in  price.  This  solution  I shall  present  in  a later  article 
as  a future  contribution  to  help  a beginner  get  started  in  a reason- 
able and  affordable  manner.  It  is  valid  for  both  the  "junior"  and 
"adult"  levels  of  newcomers  for  the  "key"  is  the  level  of  catalog 
valuation  that  will  be  selected  for  the  acquisition  of  various  coins. 
For  the  "junior"  collector,  he  might  select  $1.00,  $2.00,  or  even 
$3.00  as  the  minimum  catalog  value  of  the  coin  to  be  acquired.  For 
the  "adult"  collector,  he  might  increase  these  valuations  to  $5.00, 
$7.00,  $10.00  or  more  if  desired.  Since  each  coin  that  is  to  be 
acquired  for  the  basic  collection  can  have,  in  most  cases,  a large 
variety  from  which  it  can  be  chosen,  the  "new"  collector  will  have 
an  interesting  time  in  making  an  appropriate  selection  for  his  col- 
lecti  on . 

To  do  all  this,  I propose  that  NI  establish  a new  column  containing 
the  title  of  this  article  in  partial  fulfillment  of  its  stated  objec- 
tives. In  due  time,  this  series  of  articles  can  be  published  in  book 
form  that  could  become  a "Bible"  for  all  new  collectors.  This  could 
prove  to  be  a continuing  source  of  revenue  for  NI.  Highlights  of 
each  article  can  be  published  in  the  various  numismatic  media  as  a 
continuing  form  of  publicity.  Reprints  of  each  article  could  also  be 
furnished  at  a nominal  charge.  In  this  fashion,  NI  will  be  showing 
that  it  does  care  and  is  living  up  to  its  stated  objectives.  This 
also  shows  that  NI  is  doing  something  CONCRETE  about  acquiring  new 
collectors . 

However,  I do  suggest  some  caution  before  embarking  on  this  column. 

NI  should  get  about  a dozen  articles  lined  up  ahead  of  time  before 
the  column  is  actually  started.  An  "editorial"  is  in  order  to  get 
this  project  started.  Staff  writers  could  start  writing  some  of  the 
basics  in  a "HOW  TO"  format.  And  most  hopefully  the  membership  will 
respond  for  I've  read  some  excellent  work  by  them.  In  the  interim, 

I shall  write  up  my  solution  about  the  two-fold  problem  and  present 
it  later.  It  should  be  good  for  two  to  three  columns,  perhaps  even 
four. 

***********  ***********  *****  *********  ★*  ******************************** 
GERMAN  3-MARK  COINS 

by  John  DeMavais , Lincoln , Nebraska , NI  fflS39 

With  the  adoption  of  the  mark  as  the  German  unit  of  value  in  1871, 
the  German  government  issued  one,  two  and  five  mark  coins  in  silver. 
However,  it  allowed  the  Verei nsthalers  of  the  German  States  to  con- 
tinue to  circulate  as  three-mark  pieces.  These  were  withdrawn  in 
1908  and  replaced  with  a formal  three-mark  coin.  These  were  with- 
drawn in  1920.  The  aluminum  three-mark  coins  of  1922  were  short- 
lived because  of  the  inflation.  However,  a new  silver  three-mark 
piece  was  issued  from  1924  to  1933.  These  were  withdrawn  October  1, 
1934.  This  accounts  for  the  scarcity  of  those  struck  from  1931  to 
1933.  Thus,  the  thaler  continued  as  an  informal  unit  of  value  and 
pieces  of  currency  for  more  than  sixty  years  after  its  formal  demise. 

*********************************** ************************ ********** 
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THE  WHISKEY  TOKEN  NUMYSTERY  - REVISITED 


by  Peter  Kraneveld,  Draveil,  France 

If  it  had  not  been  for  James  0.  Sweeny  and  his  article  "The  Whiskey 
Token  Numystery"  on  page  310  of  the  September  1983  issue  of  the  NI 
BULLETIN , the  illustrated  Argentinian  medal  would  still  be  among  my 
unidentified  pieces. 


Kraneveld' s "Whiskey  Token" 


My  check  is  22mm  in  diameter  and  of  a yellow  copper  alloy  that  could  be 
the  90%  copper/  5%  zinc  combination  described.  The  obverse  has  a full 
face  bust  of  a man  in  military  dress  within  a wreath  of  two  laurel 
branches.  The  man  might  well  be  Jose  de  San  Martin  (1778-1850).  He 
was  born  in  what  is  now  Uruguay  and  received  officers'  training  in 
Spain.  In  1810  a rebellion  against  Spain  broke  out  in  Buenos  Aires. 
White  and  blue  cockades  were  worn  by  the  crowds  which  gathered  on  May 
25,  1810  in  the  Plaza* *.  The  day  had  been  cloudy  and  the  people  took 
it  as  a favorable  omen  when  the  clouds  parted  and  the  sun  began  to 
shine.  Thus,  the  "Sun  of  May"  became  a national  symbol.  General  de 
San  Martin  beat  the  Spanish  army  at  San  Lorenzo  in  1813,  paving  the 
way  for  Argentinian  independence  in  1916  by  the  declaration  of  Tucuman. 

The  reverse  shows  the  arms  of  Argentina:  a liberty  cap  on  a pole  and 

two  clasped  hands  in  an  oval  (top  blue,  bottom  white)  field.  The  oval 
is  crowned  by  a brilliant  sun  and  supported  by  two  wreaths  of  laurel, 
tied  by  a ribbon.  The  legend  reads  (top)  CENTENARIO  ARGENTIN0  and 
(bottom)  -1810  1910-  (dates  divided  by  wreath  of  ribbon.  The  arms 

are  very  well  done.  They  may  have  been  copied  from  a seal  or  an  of- 
ficial document,  but  not  from  any  coin.  On  comtemporary  coins  of  the 
Republic  the  arms  are  further  supported  by  seven  flags  on  each  side. 

The  pole  runs  all  the  way  to  the  bottom  of  the  oval.  The  edge  is 
smooth . 


Argentine 
8.  0645g , . 750  Gold 


It  seems  then,  that  the  letters 
quoted  by  Mr.  Sweeny  contained  an 
error,  apart  from  the  spelling  error 
in  the  legend  (Argentina^),  as  they 
lead  the  reader  to  assume  that  a 
British  comtemporary  soverign  was 
imitated.  Now  if  whiskey  could  be 
tampered  with,  think  of  the  possi- 
bilities for  enterprising  Argentin- 
ians offered  by  imitation  sovereigns 

that  just  needed  to  be  gilded  or 


* The  event  is  commemorated  by  the  Peso  of  1960  (Y30) 
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maybe  only  polished.  Maybe  the  gentlemen  from  Birmingham  referred  to 
the  check  as  an  imitation  sovereign,  but  I think  the  agent  in  Argen- 
tina who  provided  the  order  had  another  coin  in  mind:  the  gold  Argen- 

tine ( Y 1 1 ) of  5 Pesos  with  a diameter  of  22mm  (illustrated  previous 
page). 

**********************************  ****** * **************************** 


AN  EARLY  COMMEMORATI V E OF  AN TIN OUS?? 

by  the  late  Larry  Devine 3 NI  H1832 


Still  some  questions  remain! 


Ionia3  Ephesus  & Laodieeia  Alliance , ca.  130  AD3  AE  32.  Bare  head 
of  Demos  rt.  Rev:  City  godessesof  Ephesus  and  Laodieeia  standing 
facing  each  other  and  shaking  hands.  Although  the  description  is 
similar  to  BMC  280  (Phyrigia3  Laodieeia)  the  coin  is  definitely 
different.  Although  it  has  a little  rubbing,  it  obviously  was  put 
away  and  never  circulated.  Brown  patina.  Choice  Extremely  Fine  and 
PROBABLY  UNIQUE. 

This  medium  sized  medallion  surfaced  in  Germany  a few  years  back,  and 
since  has  been  the  object  of  much  research;  although  the  description 
is  similar  to  BMC  280,  Phyrigia,  Laodieeia,  the  coin  is  definitely 
different,  being  of  superb  style  and  relief,  and  obviously  a special 
issue.  Several  leading  numismatists  expressed  the  opinion  that  it 
could  be  an  early  commemorative  of  Antinous,  minted  before  authority 
has  been  given  to  issue  commems  with  his  name  as  well  as  portrait. 
Pictures  of  the  medal  were  sent  to  Dr.  Hans  von  Aulock,  the  best  living 
authority  on  coins  of  Asia  Minor,  He  wrote  that  so  far  as  he  could 
ascertain,  it  is  Unpublished  and  may  be  presumed  unique,  and  that  the 
date  of  issuance  from  its  style  would  coincide  closely  with  the 
drowning  of  Antinous.  Also  that  though  the  hypothesis  proposed  could 
not  V really  validated,  still  it  could  not  either  be  disproved  and 
that  the  features  could  be  those  of  Antinous.  Dr.  von  Aulock  also 
sent  the  photos  to  Dr.  Franke  of  the  University  of  Saarbrucken  for 
his  opinion.  Dr.  Franke  was  quite  enthused  about  the  obverse  and 
after  going  through  over  14,000  photos  and  casts,  he  wrote  that  it 
seemed  unique,  and  requested  a cast;  this  was  made  up  and  sent  to  him 
by  the  ANS,  who  did  not  dispute  the  hypothesis  or  its  rarity,  and 
complimented  the  owner  on  its  superb  condition  and  art  work.  And 
that's  where  the  matter  stands  at  the  time  we  acquired  it. 


********************************************************************* 
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COLLECTING  COINS  BY  COUNTRY 


by  David  J.  Swenson,  Minneapolis,  MN . , NI  #1739 

One  way  to  collect  foreign  coins  is  to  collect  a single  coin  from  each 
country.  After  deciding  whether  to  include  categories  such  as  non-cir- 
culating, counterstamped , or  gold  coins,  and  choosing  a time  period  of 
interest  that  matches  your  budget,  a major  problem  is  making  a check- 
list of  countries.  Many  interesting  countries  are  cataloged  within 
the  country  headings  in  R.  S.  Yeoman's  Modem  World  Coins  (MWC) . For 
the  period  covered  in  MWC,  1850-1964,  many  possibilities  exist  for  ex- 
panding or  limiting  a checklist. 

In  Yeoman's  supplemental  catalog.  Current  Coins  of  the  World  (CCW)  , the 
nearly  200  country  headings  constitute  a definite  checklist  of  countries. 
Liechtenstein,  cataloged  in  MWC,  the  only  listings  since  1950  are  the 
gold  100  Franken  of  1952  and  gold  25  and  50  Franken  of  1956.  In  the 
period  1950  to  1964,  Egypt  and  Syria  joined  to  form  the  United  Arab 
Republic  and  issued  coins  separately,  French  West  Africa  and  Togo  is- 
sued combined  coinage,  and  Indonesian  coinage  includes  separate  issues 
for  the  Riau  Archipelago  and  for  West  Irian. 

A reasonable  way  to  limit  a checklist  of  countries  issuing  coins  before 
1950  is  to  collect  only  one  German  State  coin  and  one  Indian  Native 
State  coin.  There  are,  however,  more  ways  to  expand  your  checklist  than 
to  limit  it.  For  example,  you  can  collect  a coin  from  Canada  and  a 
separate  coin  from  Newfoundland,  or  add  a representati ve  coin  from  the 
Mexican  Revolutionary  issues. 

Yeoman's  China  headings  provide  the  most  opportunities  to  add  to  your 
checklist.  Possibilities  include  separate  coins  for  China-Empire, 
China-Republic,  and  China-Nationalist,  plus  a representati ve  coin  from 
the  Chinese  Provinces.  Krause  and  Mishler's  Standard  Catalogue  of  World 
Coins  (SCWC)  lists  coins  of  Chinese  Turkistan  (Sinkiang)  under  Chinese 
Provincial  issues  and  coins  of  Manchukuo  under  Cnina-Japan  Puppet  State 
issues,  while  Yeoman  gives  Chinese  Turkestan  and  Manchukuo  separate 
headings. 

A 20th  century  checklist  of  countries  could  list  the  Russian  Empire  and 
the  USSR  separately.  Under  Yeoman's  Russian  Turkestan  headings  are 
Bukhara,  Khiva,  and  Khwarezm,  the  successor  state  to  Khiva.  The  City 
of  Armavir  is  listed  under  Russian  Caucasia,  and  its  coins  are  rare. 

Under  Czechoslovakia  are  listed  the  German  Protectorates  of  Slovakia 
and  Bohemia-Moravi a , and  under  Yugoslavia,  the  German  formed  state  of 
Croatia.  Coins  of  Euzkadi  (Viscayan  Republic),  listed  in  Yeoman  under 
Spain,  often  appear  listed  separately  in  coin  dealers  price  lists. 

Some  coins  listed  in  MWC  under  Netherlands  were  circulated  in  Surinam 
during  World  War  II.  Surinam  is  cataloged  separately  in  CCW  but  not 
in  MWC.  Krause  and  Mishler  add  a coin  of  Darfur,  a 1909  piastre,  under 
Sudan . 

If  you  choose  1850  as  a starting  date  for  your  collection,  then  Krause 
and  Mishler  catalog  19th  century  coins  from  the  following  countries  not 
covered  in  Yeoman:  Madeira,  Vatican-Papal  States,  and  the  artificially 
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created  Central  American  Republic.  Krause  and  Hi  shier  supplement  Yeo- 
man's listings  by  including  the  Ethiopian  province  of  Harar,  the  Russian 
Turkestan  Khanate  of  Khoqand,  and  the  Ionian  Islands.  Also  listed  in 
K/M  are  the  Italian  States,  from  which  you  could  collect  a representa- 
tive coin  minted  after  1850. 

Yeoman  catalogs  19th  century  coins  from  the  Canadian  provinces  of  New 
Brunswick,  Nova  Scotia,  and  Prince  Edward  Island.  In  addition  to  the 
20th  century  coins  of  Ghurfah,  19th  century  coins  of  Lahej,  Mukalla 
and  Tarim  are  listed  under  Yeoman's  Arabian  Sultanates  heading.  The 
Arabian  Sultanate  of  Quaiti  State  struck  coins  in  1897  and  1900. 

1850  to  1900  is  an  interesting  period  to  collect  separately.  Using  the 
country  headings  in  Yeoman,  it  is  possible  to  list  110  countries  that 
issued  coins  between  1850  and  1900.  You  can  supplement  this  list  with 
K/M ' s additional  19th  century  listings  and  include  all  Yeoman's  sub- 
headings for  the  Arabian  Sultanates,  Canada,  and  Russian  Turkistan. 

K and  M list  coins  of  three  countries  not  covered  in  Yeoman  for  this 
period:  Angola,  Mozambique,  and  Poland.  Poland  minted  coins  in  1850 
and  did  not  resume  coinage  until  the  20th  century. 

1900  is  the  first  year  given  in  Yeoman  for  coins  of  Crete  and  Curacao. 
Australia  and  Monaco  have  only  gold  coins  listed  for  the  1850-1900 
period,  and  the  coins  of  Liechtenstein  before  those  minted  in  1900  are 
rare.  The  1897  and  1898  Cuban  pesos  listed  in  Yeoman  were  issued  by 
a rebel  committee  located  in  the  United  States.  Official  Cuban  coins 
were  first  struck  in  1915. 

A checklist  of  countries  could  begin  with  the  countries  listed  in  Cur- 
rent Coins  of  the  World.  However,  the  historical  divisions  of  countries 
covered  in  Yeoman's  Modem  World  Coins  and  Krause  and  Mi  shier' s Stan- 
dard Catalog  of  World  Coins  provide  a collector  with  more  interesting 
options  in  forming  a collection  of  coins  by  country. 


LATIN  A MERICA N _I NFJL A T_I_0N_  - 1983 
by  John  DeMarais , Lincoln , Nebraska,  NI  § 1539 

Several  Latin  American  nations  experienced  very  high  rates  of  inflation 
in  1983.  The  International  Monetary  Fund  reported  the  following  rates 
for  various  nations:  Ecuador  - 44.9%;  Bolivia  - 275.6%;  Argentina 

343.8%;  Mexico  - 101.9%;  and  Peru  - 111.2%.  These  rates  were  sub- 
stantially higher  than  those  in  1982. 

These  rates  are  bound  to  have  dramatic  impacts  on  the  coinages  of  these 
nations.  Small  denominations  will  disappear  and  higher  ones  will  have 
to  be  created  to  replace  small  banknotes.  In  Bolivia  the  5-peso  coins 
of  1976-1978  are  now  worth  only  1 cent  U.S.  funds  and  the  smaller  de- 
nominations are  essentially  worthless.  The  situation  in  Ecuador  is 
similar.  Perhaps  the  atomic  concept  of  halflife  should  be  applied  to 
the  units  of  these  countries.  It  would  be  the  time  in  which  a unit 
loses  half  its  real  value.  It  could  be  used  to  predict  the  time  the 
smallest  denomination  would  last.  Planned  obsolescence  in  coinage  is 
a reality.  Remarkably,  coinage  survives  even  under  such  adverse  con- 
ditions . 
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A WAR-TIME  EMERGENCY  GOLD  COIN 


by  Walter  Bergman,  F.S.A.N.S.,  Cape  Town,  SOUTH  AFRICA,  NIV1783 

Surely  it  could  not  have  happened  often  in  times  of  war  that  a special 
issue  of  coins  was  struck  in  gold  to  meet  a financial  emergency.  More 
often  than  not,  the  existing  coinage  under  such  circumstances  was  de- 
based, the  gold  coin  being  replaced  with  those  of  silver  and  the  sil- 
ver issues  by  those  struck  in  nickel  or  cupro-ni ckel . A special  gold 
coin  issue  during  war-time  seems  almost  incredible;  and  yet,  such  an 
issue  took  place  in  Africa  during  World  War  I. 


Around  1885  a German  colonist,  Karl  Peters,  obtained  trading  rights 
in  Tanganyika  and  in  consequence  of  this,  the  territory  eventually 
became  a German  colony  known  as  Deutsch  Ostafrika  --  German  East 
Africa.  By  the  time  the  first  World  War  broke  out  in  1914,  Tangan- 
yika had  been  under  German  influence  for  well  nigh  30  years.  From  as 
early  as  1890  onwards  the  territory  had  its  own  coinage  based  on  a 
currency  of  Rupien  and  Pesa  and  later  of  Rupien  and  Heller.  All  these 
coins  were  struck  at  German  mints  and  then  shipped  to  their  African 
destination.  The  2,  1,  1/2  and  1/4  Rupien  coins  were  produced  in 
silver  whereas  those  of  the  Heller  denominations  were  made  of  bronze 
or  cupro-ni ckel . No  gold  coins  were  ever  produced  in  the  fatherland 
for  German  East  Africa,  those  of  the  German  Reich  being  fully  accept- 
able and  circulating  in  the  colony. 


When  after  1914  Germany  found  itself  at  war  with  virtually  the  rest 
of  the  European  world,  this  war  was  fought  not  only  on  European  soil 
but  it  was  also  waged  on  the  high  seas  and  it  even  extended  to  all 
the  other  continents  where  Germany  had  colonies.  As  Great  Britain 
as  well  as  Belgium  possessed  colonies  of  their  own  bordering  on 
Deutsch  Ostafrika,  it  was  not  long  before  British  and  Belgian  forces 
invaded  German  East  Africa.  Brought  about  by  the  uncertainties  of 
war  all  precious  metal  coinage  within  the  colony,  especially  the 
gold  coins  of  Imperial  Germany  and  the  colonial  silver  pieces,  was 
soon  snapped  up  and  hoarded.  As  no  mint  existed  in  Tanganyika  to 
strike  additional  coins  and  as  now  it  was  impossible  to  obtain  fur- 
ther supplies  from  Germany  owing  to  the  blockade  by  the  British  navy. 


German  East  Africa  15  Rupien 
Gold  1916T(abora) . 0.750  gold. 


Variety  with  right  arabesque 
ending  under  1st  A of  AFRIKA 


G.E.A.  15  Rupien  Gold. 

1916T  actually  Lulanguru 
Variety  with  right  arabesque 
ending  under  T of  OSTAFRIKA. 
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the  colonial  government  was  forced  to  issue  locally  printed  emergency 
paper-money,  which  it  then  used  in  lieu  of  coins.  However,  these  unim- 
pressive little  notes  were  not  readily  accepted  by  the  suspicious 
natives  and  even  less  so  by  the  cautious  Indian  traders.  The  colony’s 
economy  suffered  and  drastic  steps  had  to  be  taken  to  overcome  the 
shortage  of  metallic  currency. 

A number  of  gold  mines  were  situated  in  German  East  Africa,  and  in 
pre-war  days  the  gold  extracted  from  the  Sekenke  and  the  other  mines 
was  shipped  regularly  to  Germany.  Owing  to  the  naval  blockade  this 
no  longer  proved  possible  and  thus  by  1916  some  250  kilograms  of  gold 
had  accumulated  in  the  colony.  As  it  happened,  this  now  turned  out 
to  be  a great  bonanza,  and  early  in  that  year  it  decided  to  convert 
this  bullion  into  gold  coins  of  15  Rupien,  this  being  the  equivalent 
of  the  Imperial  German  20  Mark  pieces.  At  the  same  time  considerable 
quantities  of  brass  and  copper  20  and  5 Heller  coins  were  to  be  struck, 
all  this  in  an  endeavour  to  bolster  the  colony's  precarious  financial 
position.  An  emergency  mint  was  established  in  the  railway  workshop 
compound  at  Tabora.  For  security  reasons  a special  shed  of  corrugated 
iron  was  erected  for  the  striking  of  the  gold  coins,  and  here  the 
required  machinery,  from  such  sources  as  the  railways,  the  Sekenke 
mine  and  from  other  places  as  far  afield  as  Dar-es-Salaam,  was  assem- 
bled to  turn  this  shed  into  a working  mint. 

An  engineer  by  the  name  of  Friedrich  Schumacher  was  entrusted  with  the 
production  of  the  gold  coins,  his  staff  consisting  of  one  European 
supervisor,  two  Indians,  six  Africans  as  well  as  seven  Sinhalese  gold- 
smiths who  had  been  recruited  for  this  project  at  Dar-es-Salaam.  An 
official  by  the  name  of  Krenkel  was  given  the  task  of  producing  the 
other,  the  low-denomination  coins. 

The  drawing  for  the  chosen  obverse  design  of  the  gold  coin  had  been 
submitted  by  a railway  employee,  R.  Voght.  It  depicted  a sideview  of 
an  elephant  on  the  African  veld,  charging  to  the  right,  with  a mountain 
range  and  Kilimanjaro  making  up  the  background.  Below  the  elephant  and 
between  the  two  dots  appeared  the  date  " 1916"  and  below  the  date  the 
letter  "T",  being  the  mintmark  for  Tabora.  The  authorities  would  have 
preferred  to  show  on  the  coin  obverse  the  portrait  of  Kaiser  Wilhelm 
II,  but  this  was  not  possible  in  view  of  the  limited  skill  of  the 
available  artisans  and  the  makeshift  implements  at  their  disposal. 

The  die  for  the  chosen  design  was  engraved  by  one  of  the  Sinhalese 
goldsmiths  who  also  cut  the  reverse  die.  This  displayed  the  Imperial 
German  eagle,  and  along  the  upper  part  of  the  coin  running  parallel 
with  the  rim  appeared  the  wording  "Deutsch  Ostafrika",  whereas  on  the 
lower  part  thereof  the  value  was  indicated  as  "15  Rupien".  The  coin 
having  a diameter  of  22  millimeters  has  a plain  edge. 

In  the  preparation  many  problems  were  encountered.  The  accumulated 
gold  bullion  had  not  been  refined  and  contained  15  to  20%  of  silver. 
With  the  improvised  machinery  and  equipment  available  it  would  have 
been  quite  impossible  to  refine  this  bullion  to  meet  the  generally 
accepted  standards  laid  down  for  gold  coins.  For  various  reasons 
it  was  decided  to  add  to  it  another  5 to  10%  of  copper.  From  this 
alloy  the  coins  were  to  be  struck,  the  coins  then  to  be  of  the  same 
weight  as  the  German  Reich  20  Mark  pieces,  to  which  they  had  been 
linked  as  being  of  equal  value.  Intrinsically,  however,  the  new  15 
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Rupien  coins  were  worth  25%  less  than  German  coins.  To  produce  the 
blanks  in  the  exact  thickness  and  size  as  required  was  very  difficult, 
and  yet,  on  this  depended  the  weight  of  the  coins. 

To  overcome  this  problem,  Schumacher  ordered  his  team  of  craftsmen 
to  cut  the  blanks  larger  than  required  and  then  to  scrape  and  sand- 
paper them  down  by  hand  to  the  weight  they  were  supposed  to  have. 
Thereafter  the  blanks  were  polished  for  the  striking  process. 

As  relatively  few  problems  had  been  encountered  in  the  manufacture  of 
the  Heller  coins,  their  output  commenced  early  in  February,  whereas  the 
first  15  Rupien  gold  coins  were  only  struck  towards  the  middle  of 
April,  1916.  Once  the  production  of  the  latter  got  under  way,  their 
turn-out  steadily  increased  until  after  2h  months  of  constant  use  that 
part  of  the  machinery  broke  down  into  which  the  blanks  were  fed  for 
the  actual  striking  process.  Thereafter  it  was  decided  to  transfer 
the  actual  striking  of  the  coins  to  Lulanguru,  a little  town  some 
25  km.  west  of  Tabora,  in  which  was  situated  a plant  for  extracting 
oil  from  groundnuts.  The  transfer  took  place  at  the  end  of  June. 

The  press  of  this  plant  was  then  adapted  to  the  striking  of  coins, 
and  as  this  was  steam  driven,  it  proved  much  easier  to  handle  than 
the  manually  operated  machinery  which  had  been  used  at  Tabora  before 
the  breakdown. 

According  to  Schumacher  two  reverse  dies  had  been  cut,  the  difference 
between  the  two  most  noti cable  in  the  position  of  the  arabesque  on 
the  right  side  of  the  eagle's  head.  On  the  socalled  first  die,  the 
one  used  for  the  coins  struck  at  Tabora,  this  arabesque  is  situated 
below  the  letter  A in  OSTAFRIKA,  whereas  on  the  second  die  this 
arabesque  extends  below  the  letters  T and  A.  There  is  no  knowing 
as  to  what  happened  to  the  first  die;  may  be  it  was  damaged  at  tfce 
time  of  the  machinery  breakdown  at  Tabora.  It  is  now  generally  ac- 
cepted that  at  Lulanguru  only  the  second  reverse  die  was  utilised.  These 
15  Rupien  gold  coins  were  struck  until  the  end  of  August,  when  it  be- 
came evident  that  Tabora  would  soon  fall  to  the  enemy.  This  happened 
on  the  19th  September,  1916.  By  that  time  a total  of  16,198  of  these 
coins  is  said  to  have  been  struck,  many  of  these  having  at  once  been 
placed  into  circulation.  It  is  believed  that  for  6,395  of  these  the 
first  reverse  die,  and  for  the  balance  of  9,803  the  second  reverse  die 
had  been  used.  This  would  account  for  the  coins  struck  from  the  first 
reverse  die  being  somewhat  rarer  than  those  produced  from  the  second  die. 

In  reality,  these  15  Rupien  gold  coins  cannot  be  deemed  rare  although 
they  might  not  be  easy  to  come  by.  The  reason  for  this  is  that  al- 
though they  may  be  considered  roughly  struck,  never-the-less  they  are 
attractive  and  have  a very  interesting  historic  background.  As  the 
British  forces  campaigning  in  German  East  Africa  consisted  of  a great 
many  South  Africans,  many  of  these  coins  found  their  way  to  South 
Africa  where  they  were  taken  as  souvenirs  by  the  soldiers  returning 
home.  And  war  mementos  they  were  indeed;  they  were  struck  during  an 
emergency,  evidence  of  this  being  that  not  only  were  they  roughly 
turned  out  but  that  they  had  a considerably  lower  gold  content  than 
the  vast  majority  of  the  regular  issue  gold  coins.  Yet,  for  the 
soldiers  they  were  easy  to  carry,  they  represented  value  and,  more 
than  anything  else,  they  were  visual  reminders  of  the  territory  in 
which  they,  the  soldiers,  had  fought.  Even  today,  proportionately 
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more  of  these  interesting  and  attractive  pieces  can  be  found  in  South 
Africa  than  anywhere  else  in  the  world. 

After  the  war  Germany  was  forced  to  relinquish  her  colonies,  and 
Tanganyika  - German  East  Africa  - was  declared  a United  Nations  man- 
date under  British  administration.  Later,  together  with  Kenya  and 
Uganda  it  became,  what  was  termed.  East  Africa.  Now-a-days  it  is 
part  of  the  independent  African  state  of  Tanzania. 

*****************  *************************************************** 


NUMYSTERI ES  REVISITED 


All  Fights  Reserved 


by  Granvyl  G.  Hulse3  J r . 3 Colebrook,  NH,  NI  ELM 


What  is  now  the  Federal  Republic  of  Nigeria  was  formed  on  October  1, 

1954  from  the  British  Colony  of  Nigeria.  At  that  time,  and  for  five 
additional  years,  it  used  as  its  coinage  those  issued  by  the  West 
African  Currency  Board.  Those  were  the  issues  with  "BRITISH  WEST  AFRICA 
on  the  reverse.  In  1959  the  Central  Bank  of  Nigeria  commenced  the  is- 
sue of  six  denominations  of  coins  from  1/2  penny  through  2 shillings. 
These  coins  were  struck  in  England  under  contract  with  the  ICI  (Kings 
Norton)  Mint,  The  Mint,  Birmingham  (Heaton's),  and  the  Royal  Mint,  Lon- 
don. As  no  mintmarks  were  used  it  is  almost  impossible  to  tell  where 
a coin  was  struck  except  in  a few  rare  cases  and  then  only  if  the  coin 
is  uncirculated.  The  years  of  striking  were  from  1959  through  1963 
with  the  dates  frozen  after  1962. 


Nigeria's  decimal  Kobo 

It  was  reported  that  in  1965  Nigeria  set  up  its  own  mint  and  it  could 
be  presumed  that  the  coin  issues  of  1973-1976  were  struck  in  Lagos.  One 
would  presume  so  but  the  United  States  mint  reports  for  Nigeria  during 
those  years  indicate  that  mint  as  unknown.  One  would  think  that  some- 
one in  the  American  Embassy  in  Lagos  would  be  aware  of  a mint  if  one 
did  exist.  The  fact  that  they  did  not  so  report  leads  to  this  months 
numismatic  mystery.  Where  were  the  coins  of  Nigeria  struck  for  the 
four  years  in  question? 

********************************************************************* 
MALDIVES,  ALUMINUM  COINS,  1979 

by  John  DeMarias,  Lincoln 3 Nebraska,  NI  # 1539 

The  latest  edition  of  Krause  & Mi  shier 's  STANDARD  CATALOG  OF  WORLD  COINS 
lists  proof  examples  of  the  aluminum  5 and  10  lari  pieces  of  the  Mal- 
dives dated  1979/1399.  These  pieces  also  exist  as  circulation  strikes 
and  have  recently  become  available  in  North  America.  There  are  also 
1 and  2 lari  pieces  in  the  same  issue. 
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"RECENT  CURIOUS  CURRENCY  EXPERIENCES  IN  WEST  AFRICA" 


by  David  A.  Wells  - Reprinted  from  HARPER'S  WEEKLY  of 

August  143  1897 

(Submitted  by  Dick  Hanscom) 

Any  recital  of  recent  currency  experiences  would  be  imperfect  that 
failed  to  call  attention  to  certain  anomalous  fiscal  troubles  that 
have  lately  befallen  the  people  of  one  of  the  negro  states  of  western 
Africa,  and  which  have  not  yet  passed  into  history  to  an  extent  that 
they  merit.  As  is  well  known,  the  governments  of  the  leading  states 
of  Europe,  with  a view  of  increasing  their  commercial  advantages 
through  the  acquirement  of  new  markets,  have,  within  a comparatively 
recent  period,  greatly  increased  their  territorial  domains  and  govern- 
ment in  and  over  what  is  regarded  as  uncivilized  Africa.  What  has 
been  achieved  in  this  respect  in  "South"  and  "southeastern"  Africa  is 
well  known;  but  the  general  public  are  yet  in  a great  degree  oblivious 
to  the  fact  that  the  French  are  pushing  their  territorial  occupation 
and  domain  in  the  direction  of  the  famous  city  of  Timbuctoo  and  the 
southern  Sahara;  while  the  English  are  rapidly  occupying  a vast  tract 
of  te  ritorv  geographically  known  as  Nigritia,  from  the  circumstance 
that  it  is  traversed  by  or  is  contiguous  to  the  ancient  and  once 
mysterious  river  Niger.  As  almost  all  experience  has  shown  that  when 
civilized  and  barbarous  nations  have  been  brought  into  contact,  mutual 
peace  and  security  for  commercial  intercourse  can  only  be  attained  by 
the  exhibit  or  exercise  of  superior  military  force  on  the  part  of  the 
former;  and  consequently  the  British  occupation  and  government  of  Ni- 
gritia have  been  necessarily  military,  with  such  contingent  beneficial 
results  as  the  termination  of  the  horible  human-sacrifice  kingdoms  of 
Ashantee  and  Dahomey. 

One  of  the  Nigritian  kingdoms  that  has  most  recently,  and  after  con- 
siderable fighting,  passed  under  British  rule  and  European  ideas  and 
enterprise  is  that  of  Nupe,  which,  although  ruled  by  a barbarous  negro 
king,  was,  throught  a concurrent  Arab  population,  to  a considerable 
extent  commercial  trading  through  caravans  with  an  interior,  and  to 
whom  the  advent  of  the  English  was  probably  not  unwelcome.  The  cur- 
rency of  this  kingdom  and  its  population  was  mainly  slaves;  with,  in- 
ferentially,  slave  babies  and  children  serving  as  subsidiary  money 
media.  And  herein  is  impending  a very  serious  financial  difficulty. 

For  as  the  British  government  does  not  sanction  or  tolerate  slavery, 
and  as  it  is  understood  that  the  new  officers  of  the  state,  known  as 
the  "Niger  Company,"  propose  and  promise  the  entire  abolition  of  a 
previous  legal  status  in  respect  to  all  the  instrumentalities  of  bar- 
barism--rule  of  the  "witch  doctors,"  human  sacrifices,  human  slavery, 
and  the  like — the  interesting  question  has  naturally  arisen,  what  are 
the  people  of  Nupe  going  to  do  for  money,  or  rather  for  currency?  Will 
a party  arise,  as  in  the  United  States,  who  will  manfully  contend  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  "Dollar  of  their  Fathers"?  Will  not  some 
"Nupean"  Bryan  set  forth  in  fitting  language  the  wickedness  of  the 
demonetization  of  the  former  Nupean  currency?  What  better  use  can 
Senator  Teller  make  of  his  disquision  on  the  benefits  that  accrued  to 
the  ancient  Spartans  when  they  substituted  iron  money  in  place  of 
their  former  cattle,  cow,  and  pig  currency  than  to  send  a large  number 
of  conies  of  it  for  general  distribution  on  the  banks  of  the  Niger? 
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How  the  heart  of  ex-Senator  Pfeffer  of  Kansas  must  rejoice  at  the  his- 
torical vindication  of  his  axiomatic  financial  principle,  that  "it 
matters  not  of  what  money  is  made,  or  what  its  intrinsic  value  is"! 
Would  it  not  be  the  part  of  wisdom  for  President  McKinley  to  instruct 
his  monetary  missionaries,  after  they  have  got  through  with  their 
search  in  Europe  for  information  about  currency  around  the  tables  of 
royalty,  to  journey  forthwith  to  West  Africa,  visit  Nupe,  and  learn 
from  the  Nupdans  their  opinions  as  to  the  effect  of  cheap  money--con- 
tingent  on  a successful  slave-hunt;  and  also  whether  their  former  money 
had  not  much  to  commend  it  by  reason  of  its  remarkable  properties  for 
(leg)  circulation?  It  certainly  could  not  have  staid  long  in  one  place 
without  watching. 

******************************************************************** 
TOKENS  AROUND  US:  PUERTO  RICO 


by  Jerry  F.  Schimmel,  San  Francisco , Calif.,  NI  # 1822 

Another  Puerto  Rico  hacienda  token  was  recently  added  to  the  series  of 
the  island's  Riles  (pronounced  "REE-1  ays"),  a corruption  of  the  Span- 
ish word  "Reales".  The  one  shown  from  the  Hacienda  Santa  Ysabel  and 
issued  by  the  Alomar  Brothers,  is  of  a copper-nickel  alloy,  28  mm  in 
diameter.  Its  denomination  is  10  Almudes  ("ahl-MOO-theys) , an  almud 
being  an  obsolete  dry  measure  for  somewhat  less  than  a bushel. 


Alomar  Brothers  10  Almudes 


This  plantation  grew  coffee  during  the  19th  Century,  an  industry  now 
as  extinct  on  the  island  as  are  the  haciendas.  The  riles  often  served 
as  necessity  money  since  the  Spanish  government  of  the  time  was  lax  in 
maintaining  a sufficient  supply  ofsmall  change  for  general  circulation. 
Other  denominations  of  this  plantation's  tokens  were  recorded  in  1936 
by  Ole  P.  Eklund,  but  who  mistakenly  attributed  them  to  Costa  Rica. 

This  specific  token  recently  made  history  by  selling  for  $250  in  a 
1983  auction,  apparently  the  highest  amount  paid  for  a Puerto  Rican 
token  by  that  time.  (Source:  THE  MONEY  OF  PUERTO  RICO,  Gould  & Higgie, 
Whitman  Publishing  Co.,  1962,  and  PLANTATION  TOKENS  OF  PUERTO  RICO , 

Dulio  Vaia,  Vantage  Press,  1980) 

********************************************************************** 


WHOLE-HOG  MONEY 

Generations  ago,  a dime  (US)  was  called  a hog.  The  spending  of  an^en- 
tire  dime  in  one  place  gave  us  the  expression  "to  go  the  whole  hog". 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 


(Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from  the  collection  for  research  pur- 
posed, lecture  use,  non-competitive  displays,  or  any  other  reason,  may 
do  so  by  paying  postage  and  insurance  both  directions.) 

Key  to  Listing:  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types.  VERY  GOOD  or 

better  for  all  Craig  types.  Underlined  = Uncirculated.  C = Complete. 

C_  = Complete  with  at  least  one  uncirculated  type.  (CX  ( ) = Com- 

plete except  those  listed.  X = Except.  Mints  are  not  listed  unless 
multiple  mints  for  the  particular  year. 

EGYPT  (Continued  from  last  month):  Y139  - C;  Y140  - C;  Y 1 41  - C; 

Y142  - C;  Y143  - C;  Y146  - C;  Y1 50  - C:  Y151  - C;  Y153  - C;  Y154  - C; 

Y 1 55  - C;  Y 1 56  - C;  Y158  - C;  Y159  - C;  Y162  - C;  Y170  - C;  Y174  - C; 

Y 1 79  - C;  Y 1 84  - C;  Y186  - C;  Y189  - C. 

EL  SALVADOR:  Y1  - 1889;  Y19a  - CX  (1942,  1947,  1952,  1969);  YB20  - C; 

Y20  - 1959,  1963,  1967;  Y20b  - C;  Y21a  - C;  Y21c  - C;  Y28  - 1944;  Y31 
- C;  Y33  - 1970,  1973;  Y34a  - 1977. 


EQUATORIAL  GUINEA:  Y1  - C. 

ESTONIA:  Y1  - C;  Y2  - C;  Y3  - C;  Y4  - C;  Yll  - C;  Y12  - C;  Y14  - C; 

Y 1 5 - C;  Y16  - C. 

ETHIOPIA:  Y5  - 1903;  Y25  - C;  Y26  - C;  Y27  - C;  Y30  - 1944;  Y31  - 

1944;  Y32  - 1945;  Y35  - C. 

ETHIOPIA  - ERITREA:  Y3  - 1896R. 

FALKLAND  ISLANDS:  Y1  - C;  Y2  - C;  Y3  - C;  Y10  - C. 

FIJI  ISLANDS:  Y2  - C;  Y3  - 1934;  Y4  - C;  Y5  - 1934;  Y6  - C;  Y7  - 
1941;  Y7a  - C;  Y8  - CX  (1941);  Y8a  - 1943;  Yll b - 1942;  Y12b  - C; 

Y 1 3b  - 1942;  Y17  - C;  Y18  - 1949,  1952;  Y19  - CX  (1949);  Y20  - 1950; 
Y21  - C;  Y22  - CX  (1955  , 1963]TY23  - CX  (1955  , 1956  , 1958,  1967); 

Y24  - 1958,  1961,  1965;  Y25  - CX  (1965);  Y26  - CX  (1962,  1965);  Y27  - 
C to  1976  X (1973);  Y28  - 1969,  1975;  Y29  - C to  1976  X (1973,  1974); 
Y30  - C to  1976;  Y31  - C to  1976  X (1973);  YA32  - C;  Y32  - 1969. 


FINLAND:  Y2.1  - 1866;  Y4.2  - 1897;  Y5.2  - 1916;  Y10  - 1892;  Yll  - 

1888;  Y18  - 1900,  1912;  Y20  - 1897,  1917;  Y27  - C;  Y28  - C;  Y29  - C; 

Y30  - C;  Y31  - C;  Y33  - 1923;  Y34  - 1934,  1935,  1937;  Y35  - 1920, 

1930,  1937;  Y36  - 1921,  1926,  1928;  Y36a  - 1942,  1943;  Y37  - 1921, 
1936;  Y37a  - 1941,  1942;  Y37b  - 1943;  Y39  - 1928,  1929,  1930,  1940; 
Y39a  - 1941,  1942;  Y39b  - 1945,  1951,  1952;  Y41  - 1941;  Y42  - 1931, 
1941,  1946,  1947,  1948;  Y47  - 1952;  Y47a  - CX  (1953,  1960,  1961); 

Y48  - 1952;  Y48a  - 1954,  1955,  1956,  1961;  Y49  - 1952,  1953,  1955; 
Y50  - 1953,  1954,  1956;  Y51  - 1953,  1958,  1961;  Y53  - 1960;  Y57  - C 

to  1973  X (1965,  1969,  1970);  Y58  - 1961,  1964,  1971,  1973;  Y59  - 

1963,  1964,  1965,  1968,  1969,  1975;  Y60  - 1963,  1964,  1974;  Y61  - CX 
(1967,  1968);  Y61a  - 1970,  1976;  YA62  - 1972,  1979. 


FRANCE:  C164  - An6 ; Cl  78  - 1824A;  C199  - 1847A;  Y1  - 1848,  1850; 

Y14  - 1853A,  1853BB;  Y15  - 1853A;  Y16  - 1854A,  1854B,  1855B,  1857MA; 
Y17  - 1855W , 1856B;  Y18  - 1862A;  Y19.2  - 1862BB,  1862K;  Y20  - 1863A, 
1863BB;  Y21  - 1863K;  Y41  - 1872A,  1877,  1889,  1894;  Y42  - 1897;  Y43  - 
1871A,  1876A , 1883,  1885,  1888,  1889,  1890,  1894,  1897;  Y44  - 1875A; 
Y48  - 1888;  Y49  - 1887;  Y58  - 1899,  1913,  1919,  1920;  Y59  - 1902, 

1911;  Y60  - 1902,  1903,  1906,  1907,  1908,  1909,  1912,  1913,  1916, 

1917;  Y61  - 1898,  1904,  1913,  1914,  1915,  1916.  (To  be  continued.) 
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BOOK  NEWS 

(Readers  are  invited  to  send  us  reviews  of  the  books 
listed  in  this  section  for  publication  in  the  BOOK 
REVIEWS  section.) 

Durst  reprinting  Severin' s GOLD  AND  PLATINUM  COINAGE  OF 

IMPERIAL  RUSSIA  1701-1911. 

A long  out  of  print  and  extremely  valuable  reference, 

H.M.  Severin' s standard  reference  for  Russian  gold  and 
platinum  issues  is  being  reissued  by  Sanford  J.  Durst, 
the  New  York  based  numismatic  book  publisher.  The  book 
is  a thorough  study  of  the  coinage  and  includes  the 
issues  of  Peter  I,  Catherine  I,  Peter  II,  Anna  Ivanovna, 
Elizabeth  Petrovna,  Peter  III,  Catherine  II,  Paul  I, 
Alexander  I,  Nicholas  I,  Alexander  II,  Alexander  III  and 
Nicholas  II.  There  is  also  a chapter  on  the  Platinum 
Coinage.  Also  included  are  a glossary  of  symbols,  a 
listing  of  principal  engravers  and  mintmasters  of  Moscow 
and  St.  Petersburg,  coin  inscriptions  and  their  trans- 
lations, Mint  Reports,  Coin  Evaluations,  a chronological 
list  of  Great  Princes,  Tsars  and  Emperors,  notes  on 
Cyrillic  dating  and  restrikes,  Russian  weights  and 
measures  and  their  English  equivalents  and  a bibliography. 
The  illustrations  are  superb  (nearly  300)  on  1?  full-page 
plates.  This  highly  collectable  series  of  coins  features 
a wide  variety  of  denominations,  proofs,  patterns  and 
styles.  Severin  lists  and  numbers  about  700  varieties. 

His  numbers  are  used  by  collectors,  dealers  and  auction- 
eers in  their  lists  and  catalogues.  The  book  last 
appeared  in  the  1950's  and  has  been  generally  unavailable 
for  about  10  years.  It  will  be  reprinted  in  an  edition 
of  500  copies  in  simulated-leather  hardcover  with  gold 
stamping.  The  prepublication  price  is  $16  and  after 
publication  will  be  $20  retail.  The  book  is  expected  to 
be  available  in  early  June  1984.  All  orders  and  inquiries 
should  be  directed  to:  Sanford  J.  Durst,  29-28  4lst  Ave . , 
Long  Island  City,  NY  11101. 

- Information  from  Sanford  Durst. 


THE  MONETARY  POLICY  OF  14TH  CENTURY  FLORENCE  by  Carlo  M. 
Cipolla.  Berkeley,  1982.  Hardcover.  $17  postpaid  in 
USA  from  Dale  Seppa  (other  countries  add  $4  for  regist- 
ered mail),  103  Sixth  Ave.  N.,  Virginia,  MN  55792. 

During  the  14th  century,  the  Commune  of  Florence  was 
wracked  by  the  financial  crisis  of  the  1340 's,  the  Black 
Death,  the  labour  restiveness  of  the  post-plague  years  and 
the  Ciompi  revolt  of  1378.  Yet,  through  all  this  turmoil, 
Florence  showed  extraordinary  resilience.  In  this  succinct 
analysis  of  monetary  policy  within  the  Florentine  economy, 
Professor  Cipolla  draws  on  a wide  range  of  published 
sources  and  from  rich  14th  century  records  to  offer  an 
original,  stimulating  interpretation.  The  book  defines 
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the  nature  of  the  crash  of  the  1340's,  clarifies  the 
relationship  between  public  fiscal  needs  and  the  debasement 
of  the  coinage  and  analyzes  in  detail  a monetarist  experi- 
ment of  the  1370's.  A clear  picture  emerges  of  the  nature 
of  monetary  policy  and  of  the  workings  of  the  monetary  sys- 
tem in  medieval  Florence  as  well  as  the  subtle  interplay 
between  economic  conditions,  social  and  political  situations 
and  monetary  policies  & developments.  This  important  study 
of  monetary  history  and  the  origins  of  modem  monetary  pol- 
icy is  invaluable  to  both  specialists  and  generalists. 

- Information  from  Dale  Seppa. 


THE  ANCIENT  ECONOMY  by  M.I.  Finley.  Berkely,  1973.  Avail- 
able in  both  Hardcover  ($25)  and  Softcover  ($7)  postpaid 
from  Dale  Seppa  (address  above).  Addresses  outside  USA  add 
$4  for  registered  mail. 

In  this  book,  Professor  Finley  makes  the  first  attempt  at  a 
systematic  formulation  of  concepts  through  which  the  econ- 
omy of  the  ancient  Greeks  and  Romans  can  be  analyzed  and 
for  which  modem  categories  (capital,  labour,  investment, 
market,  credit)  cannot  be  automatically  employed.  The 
account,  while  not  narrative  or  chronological  in  the  con- 
ventional sense,  is  fully  historical  in  its  attention  to 
change  and  variation,  and  developed  through  concrete  detail 
and  ample  documentation.  Although  based  on  a deep  under- 
standing of  modem  economic  theory  and  sociology,  the  book 
does  not  require  formal  knowledge  of  the  subjects  on  the 
part  of  the  reader. 

-Information  from  Dale  Seppa. 


MONEDA  Y BANCA  by  Julio  Kieffer  Santos.  Published  in  Mont- 
evideo, Uruguay  in  April,  1983.  143  pages,  table  of  contents, 

soft  cover.  Mimeographed  on  newsprint.  $12  postpaid  in  USA, 
other  countries  add  $4  for  registration.  Available  from 
Dale  Seppa  (address  above). 

While  published  in  Uruguay  and  containing  many  details  about 
the  Uruguayan  banking  and  monetary  system,  this  book  must  be 
regarded  as  a general  economics  work  rather  than  a book  of 
interest  to  the  casual  collector  of  coins  or  banknotes.  The 
first  half  of  the  book  is  extremely  general  and  of  a more 
international  nature.  The  second  half  consists  largely  of 
banking  laws  and  regulations  and  would  possibly  be  of  inter- 
est to  advanced  students  of  the  coins  & banknotes  of  Uruguay. 
Being  mimeographed  and  primarily  published  for  students  of 
the  Universidad  de  la  Republica  in  Montevideo,  I would  guess 
that  the  book  is  quite  scarce  (in  the  accepted  sense). 

- Information  from  Dale  Seppa. 


DIE  VARIETIES  OF  NINETEENTH  CENTURY  BURMESE  COPPER  COINS  now  available. 


In  the  article  "Varieties  of  19th  Century  Burmese  Coins"  by  Michael 
Robinson  printed  in  this  issue  of  the  NI  BULLETIN,  the  author  makes 
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mention  that  a leaflet  on  the  copper  varieties  of  the  19th  century 
Burmese  coins  was  in  preparation.  "Die  Varieties  of  Nineteenth  Century 
Burmese  Copper  Coins",  by  M.  Robinson  and  L.  A.  Shaw,  is  now  available 
from  Michael  Robinson,  c/o  The  Lancashire  and  Cheshire  Numismatic 
Society,  Friends  Meeting  House,  6 Mount  Street,  Manchester  2,  England. 
Price  £5  or  $8.00  US  (surface  mail). 

********************************************************************** 
THE  SANDINISTA  COINAGE  OF  NICARAGUA 


by  John  DeMarais 3 Lincoln , Nebraska NI  # 1539 

Governments  come  and  go  in  Latin  America  without  making  any  visual 
impact  in  nearly  all  instances.  The  Sandinista  regime,  however, 
has  produced  a distinctive  and  interesting  exception  to  this  general- 
ization. Its  1980-1981  coinage  features  the  facing  hear  of  Cesar 
Augusto  Sandino,  the  legendary  liberal  revolutionary  hero  who  fought 
a guerilla  war  against  conservative  elements  from  1928  to  1932.  With 
liberal  victories  in  national  elections,  he  came  out  of  hiding  only 
to  be  shot  by  Anastacio  Samoza.  Samoza  ruled  until  his  assassination 
in  1956.  His  family  controlled  Nicaragua  until  the  victory  of  the 
Sandinistas  in  1979. 

All  of  the  coins  in  the  series  have  the  head  of  Sandino  on  the  ob- 
verse with  the  value  and  mottos  on  the  reverse.  The  1980  5 cordobas 
is  a 27mm  polygon  of  seven  arcs  much  like  a small  British  50  pence 
coin.  It  was  struck  in  cupro-nickel  with  plain  edges  at  British 
mints.  The  cupro-nickel  1 cordoba  and  50  centavo  coins  are  dated 
1980,  have  reeded  edges,  and  were  struck  at  Mexico  City.  They  are 
29  and  26mm  in  diameter.  The  three  smallest  coins,  dated  1981,  were 
struck  in  Great  Britain  and  represent  the  values  25,  10  and  5 centavos. 
The  25  centavo  coin  was  struck  on  23mm  nickel-coated  steel  flans  and 
has  a plain  edge.  The  10  centavo  piece  was  struck  on  20mm  aluminum 
flans,  and  the  5 centavo  coin  was  struck  on  17mm  aluminum  flans. 

Both  aluminum  coins  are  rather  thick  and  have  reeded  edges. 

All  coins  bear  the  traditional  Nicaraguan  motto  "EN  DIOS  C0NFIAM0S" , 
the  counterpart  to  the  United  States'  "IN  GOD  WE  TRUST".  However, 
all  of  the  coins,  expect  the  5 cordoba  piece,  also  bear  the  revolu- 
tionary motto  "PATRIA  LIBRE  0 M0RIR".  There  is  also  a new  series 
of  banknotes.  The  set  of  Sandinista  coins  is  readily  available  and 
sells  for  about  three  U.S.  dollars. 

******************************************************************** 

A U S T RIA,  NEW  20  SCHILLI NG  , 1984 


by  John  DeMarais , Lincoln , Nebraska NI  # 1539 

The  second  20-schilling  piece  issued  in  honor  of  Austria's  various 
regions  has  been  released.  The  1984-dated  piece  honors  Lower  Austria 
by  depicting  Grafenegg  Palace  and  a small  shield  bearing  the  arms  of 
the  province.  The  reverse  is  unchanged  from  the  1983  issue.  The 
1983  coin  paid  homage  to  Carinthia  with  an  image  of  Hochosterwitz 
Fortress.  Both  pieces  are  currency  issued  with  variable  annual  de- 
signs. This  practice  has  been  used  for  certain  denominations  since 
1928. 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

Mevius,  Johan.  DE  NEDERLANDSE  MUNTEN  VAN  1795  TOT  HEDEN . 

Card  covers,  8"x5",  122  pages  with  illustrations,  1984  ed. 
Available  from  Fred  G.  van  den  Haak,  P.0.  Box  60484,  Palo 
Alto,  Calif  9^306.  $5  postpaid  in  USA. 

This  is  the  latest  (15th)  edition  of  the  standard  catalogue 
of  Dutch  coins  from  1795  to  date.  The  Netherlands  section 
begins  with  the  Batavian  Republic  issues,  followed  by  the 
French  occupation  issues,  including  the  standard  French 
coinage  struck  at  the  Utrecht  Mint  during  1812-13.  It  con- 
cludes with  a thorough  coverage  of  all  Kingdom  of  the  Neth- 
erlands coinage  from  1815  to  date.  All  coins  are  illustra- 
ted and  valuations  are  given  in  5 grades  from  VG  to  UNC. 

All  values  are  in  Dutch  Gulden  and  are  fairly  accurate  cur- 
rent price  levels  in  the  Netherlands.  These  values  are 
generally  lower  than  those  listed  in  general  world  catalogues 
and  reflect  the  depressed  Dutch  coin  market  of  recent  years. 

Dutch  colonial  possessions  in  the  West  Indies  are  also  cov- 
ered beginning  with  the  179*+  general  West  Indies  issues. 
Curacao  issues  begin  "cut"  early  coinage  ( "driekantjes" ) and 
continues  through  the  1944  coins  struck  by  the  U.S.  Denver 
Mint.  Next,  the  Netherlands  Antilles  (which  includes  Cura- 
cao) is  listed  from  1952  to  date.  Suriname  starts  with  the 
1679  "parrot"  coins  and  continues  until  1975  when  Suriname 
became  independent.  The  author  includes  Republic  of  Suriname 
issues  1976  to  date  but  this  seems  rather  inappropriate. 

This  is  an  excellent  book  for  coverage  of  the  Netherlands  and 
its  overseas  possessions.  The  only  possible  improvement  for 
future  editions  might  be  inclusion  of  St.  Martin  And  St.  Eus- 
tatius  islands  cut  and  counterstamped  issues.  Given  that 
the  Curacao  issues  are  listed,  this  is  a very  noticeable 

omission.  _ inp orma-tion  fr0m  Fred  G.  van  den  Haak. 


Bax,  W.F . RIDDERORDEN,  EERETEEKENEN , DR AAG TEE KENS  EN  PENN- 
INGEN  BETREFFENDE  DE „ WEERMACHT  VAN  NEDERLAND  EN  KOLONIEN 
1813-19*+1.  Hardcover,  8|-"x5",  246  pages,  Dutch  text. 
Available  from  Fred  G.  van  den  Haak  (address  above)  for  $15 
postpaid  in  USA. 

This  is  a very  specialized  reference  on  Dutch  awards,  medals 
with  ribbons  and  commemorative  medals  related  to  the  Dutch 
domestic  and  colonial  armed  forces.  There  are  no  illustra- 
tions in  this  book.  The  text  is  in  Dutch  and  a reasonable 
knowledge  of  this  language  is  required  to  obtain  useful 
information.  Over  350  items  are  listed  and  most  include 
descriptions  along  with  historical  information.  Many  details 
about  ribbon  colours  are  included.  This  book  is  for  the 
specialist  interested  in  Dutch  military  items. 

- Information  from  Fred  G.  van  den  Haak. 
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Diaz  Alejandro,  Carlos  F.  ESSAYS  ON  THE  ECONOMIC  HISTORY 
OF  THE  ARGENTINE  REPUBLIC.  xvi  + 549  pages,  136  tables, 
statistical  appendix.  EGC . 6 1/8"  x 95".  Hardcover. 

ISBN  01193-8.  $55  postpaid  in  USA.  Other  countries  add 

$4  for  registration.  Dale  Seppa,  103  6th  Avenue  North, 
Virginia,  MN  55792  USA. 

Diaz  both  summarizes  post-1860  Argentine  economic  history 
and  investigates  in  greater  depth  selected  features  of  it. 

He  presents  the  highlights  of  the  remarkable  pre-1930 
economic  expansion,  emphasizing  the  integration  of  Argen- 
tine markets  for  goods  and  factors  of  production  with  those 
of  the  international  economy.  He  then  discusses  the  post- 
1930  period  which  has  been  characterized  by  low  and  irreg- 
ular per  capita  growth,  stagnation  and  decline  in  the  export 
quantum,  and  very  different  economic  performance.  This  book 
is  not  numismatic ally  or  notaphilically  oriented  but  is  of 
great  interest  to  anyone  desiring  in-depth  knowledge  of  the 
background  of  Argentine  monetary  issues. 

- Information  from  Dale  Seppa 


Suzuki,  Yoshio.  MONEY  AND  BANKING  IN  CONTEMPORARY  JAPAN t 
THE  THEORETICAL  SETTING  AND  ITS  APPLICATION.  Translated  by 
John  G.  Greenwood.  Foreward  by  James  Tobin  & Hugh  Patrick, 
xix  + 256  pages,  tables,  charts,  references,  index.  6 1/8" 
x 94".  Hardcover.  ISBN  02235-7.  $30  postpaid  in  USA, 

other  countries  add  $4  for  registration.  Available  from 
Dale  Seppa  (address  above). 

The  financial  system  and  mechanism  of  Japanese  monetary 
policy  have  long  mystified  Western  monetary  experts.  This 
book  completely  explains  & analyzes  that  policy  in  a manner 
understandable  to  anyone  with  a basic  grounding  in  conven- 
tional economics.  More  theory  than  practice  and  definitely 
not  of  interest  to  the  casual  collector  of  coins  or  notes, 
the  book  has  a place  in  the  library  of  those  wanting  detail- 
ed knowledge  of  monetary  mechanisms.  Generally  covers  the 
postwar  through  1980  period. 

- Information  from  Dale  Seppa 


Mokyr,  Joel.  INDUSTRIALIZATION  IN  THE  LOW  COUNTRIES  1795- 
1850.  xvii  + 295  pages,  figures,  tables,  bibliography, 
index.  EH  6 1/8"  x 9i".  Hardcover.  ISBN  01892-4.  $35 

postpaid  in  USA,  other  countries  add  $4  for  registration. 
Available  from  Dale  Seppa  (address  above). 

A complete  economic  survey  of  the  Low  Countries  for  the ^ 
1795  to  1850  period  which  covers  industrialization  and  its 
critical  background.  Wages,  living  conditions,  monetary 
policy  and  related  topics  make  this  book  of  interest  to  the 
serious  student  of  the  period. 

- Information  from  Dale  Seppa 
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Olfer,  Cuneyt.  RARE  OTTOMAN  COINS  AT  EUROPEAN  MUSEUMS.  Istanbul,  1984. 
Bound  in  stiff  paper  covers.  6-7/8  x 9-3/4  ins.  96pp  (preface  and 
catalogue,  profusely  illustrated  with  line  drawings  of  the  coins)  and 
7pp  of  text  in  English  (preface  and  notes).  $13.45  postpaid  in  the  US. 
(Numismata  Orientalia,  P.  0.  Box  212,  Tenafly,  New  Jersey  07670). 

This  is  the  ninth  volume  in  the  valuable  series  of  handbooks  on  Ottoman 
coins  by  CUneyt  Olfer  (President  of  the  Turkish  Numismatic  Society). 

It  is  a most  important  contribution  to  the  literature  and  forms  a 
fine  supplement  to  the  recent  reference  works  by  Nuri  Pere  and  Jem 
Sultan. 

Of  the  162  coins  illustrated  (obverses  and  reverses)  on  the  fifteen 
plates,  13  are  from  Copenhagen,  9 Budapest,  19  Oxford  (Ashmolean), 

25  Vienna,  23  Munich,  28  East  Berlin  and  45  from  Leningrad.  There 
are  a surprising  number  of  fascinating  coins  among  the  26  mint  place 
names  represented,  including  several  from  Algiers-West,  and  Tripoli 
(1012-1223,  eighteen  specimens)  and  few  from  Mardin,  Ruha,  Sakiz, 

Tajura,  Telmgen,  Tokat,  Sivas,  Trabzon,  Zebid,  Kahire,  Samahi , Con- 
stantine as  well  as  eleven  Venetian  ducats  with  the  countermark  "§ah" 
used  by  the  Ottomans  prior  to  the  striking  of  the  first  gold  coins  in 
the  fifteenth  century. 

There  is  an  index  of  coins  by  Sultan's  name,  metal,  mint,  date,  etc., 
after  the  description  of  coins  in  each  collection;  with  two  cumulative 
indexes  by  Mint  name,  and  Sultan's  name  at  the  end  of  the  book  for 
quick  reference. 

It  would  be  easy  to  select  many  of  the  specimens  described  and  discuss 
them  in  this  short  notice,  but  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  if  Cuneyt 
Oljer  has  selected  the  specimens  from  the  thousands  of  coins  he  examin- 
ed at  these  museums,  the  ones  described  and  published  in  this  essential 
monograph  are  superbly  interesting  and  most  rewarding  for  study  by  all 
collectors  of  Islamic  coins,  and  an  absolute  necessity  for  the  Ottoman 
coin  enthusiast. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  Paris  collection  is  not  included  (the  auth- 
or has  definite  plans  to  cover  these  coins  in  a future  volume  in  the 
series),  and  the  British  Museum  collection  was  well  covered  by  Stanley 
Lane-Poole 


Reviewed  by  Kenneth  M.  Mackenzie 

********************************************************************** 


HONDURAS,  10  CENTAVOS  1980 


by  John  DeMarais,  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  NI  #1539 

In  the  January,  1984  NI  BULLETIN  I reported  the  resumption  of  issuing 
the  5-centavo  coin  in  cupro-nickel  and  speculated  on  the  possible  re- 
storation of  the  10-centavo  piece  in  cupro-nickel.  Indeed,  cupro- 
nickel 10-centavo  coins  have  been  released.  They  supercede  the  brass 
pieces  dated  1976.  The  new  coin  is  dated  1980,  is  26mm  in  diameter 
and  is  very  similar  to  the  type  issued  from  1932  to  1967.  However, 
it  uses  the  style  of  dies  of  the  1980  5-centavo  coin.  Perhaps  new 
2 and  1 -centavo  coins  are  lurking  offstage 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PACE 

A1  Gammon,  P.  0.  Box  1343,  Sun  City,  AZ  85372:  WANTED  - Peru  Y87 

1000  Soles  1979  and  Y99  5000  Soles  1982  Proof.  Also  10  pieces  each 
Egypt  Y61  and  Y75  1 Millieme  VF.  Write. 

Shane  M.  Cornell,  P.  0.  Box  279,  Jenks,  OK  74037:  WANTED  - I am  int- 

erested in  purchasing  a catalog  on  French  Emergency  Money  by  Jean 
Manasselian  titled  Les  Monnaies  de  Neoessite  Francoises  et  Colcniales. 
If  anyone  can  supply  this  catalog,  please  contact  me  indicating  cost, 
etc. 

Dale  Seppa,  103  Sixth  Avenue  North,  Virginia,  MN  55792:  Would  like 

to  purchase  Costa  Rica  25<t  1886  or  1887  (either  or  both  Y15.1  and 
Y15.2)  in  strict  VF  or  better.  Also  wish  to  buy  or  trade  for  fixed 
prices  lists,  auction  catalogs  and  books  which  feature  Latin  American 
i terns . 

Dick  Hanscom,  P.  0.  Box  2832,  Fairbanks,  AK  99707:  WANTED  - Tokens 

and  information  on  tokens  from  Tierra  del  Fuego  and  Punta  Arenas. 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Committee  will  accept,  from 

NI  members  only,  any  numismatic  items,  whether  paper,  metal,  or  what- 
ever, for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6) 
MAXIMUM.  The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  includ- 
ing sufficient  for  insurance  or  registration,  if  desired.  Send  to 
NI  Attribution  Committee,  P.  0.  Box  2057,  Saugatuck  Station,  West- 
port,  Conn.  06880,  U.S.A. 

★ ★**★★★★***★*****★*★***★**★■*★★★★***• ★★★★★★★★★★★★★★■Ar******************* 

COSTA  RICA,  NEW  HIGH  VALUES,  1983 


by  John  DeMarais , Lincoln,  Nebraska,  NI  #1539 

The  Central  Bank  of  Costa  Rica  has  issued  new  stainless  steel  5,  10 
and  20  colon  pieces  dated  1983  to  replace  banknotes  of  the  same  value. 
The  diameters  are  26,  28.5  and  31mm  respecti vely . Since  these  pieces 
are  almost  the  same  size  as  the  previous  cupro-nickel  50  centimos,  1 
and  2 col  ones,  they  have  characteristics  to  make  them  easily  disting- 
uishable. They  are  thinner  and  have  reeded  edges.  The  older  pieces 
had  lettered  edges.  Although  round  in  shape,  they  have  seven,  eight 
and  nine  sided  borders  respectively.  Older  pieces  have  toothed  or 
beaded  borders.  The  obverse  legends  have  been  shortened.  The  rever- 
ses have  been  altered  so  that  the  top  half  consists  of  large  numerals 
on  a shaded  area  which,  depending  on  denomination,  consists  of  horiz- 
ontal, oblique  or  cross-hatched  patterns.  The  bottom  halves  consist 
of  small  branches,  and  the  initials  B.C.C.R.  on  a smooth  field.  The 
value  also  appears  in  braille  between  the  small  branches  but  the 
braille  is  in  low  relief.  The  reverses  are  generally  similar  to  those 
on  the  current  stainless  steel  coinage  of  Brazil.  Smaller  stainless 
steel  coins  in  denominations  of  50  centimos,  1 and  2 col  ones  bearing 
more  traditional  designs  and  the  date  1982  were  issued  earlier. 
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